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The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide (based 

at Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor.  

 

Our Facebook page is titled “Stella Maris Seafarers Centre Adelaide”. 

 

Seafarer Centre Update 

Our centre is now open to visiting seafarers during the ‘working week’ (Monday to 

Friday). The centre is actually being manned, when necessary, seven times a week, with 

five evenings and two afternoon shifts each week, Monday to Friday. We currently have 

three ship visitors who take turns on a three-week roster system. We generally have a crew 

on deck at the centre on Monday and Friday afternoons, and 

also on each weeknight, subject to shipping movements and the 

availability of volunteers. Some of our current volunteers are 

still ‘learning the ropes’ (in training) under the direction of 

seasoned volunteers. Those ‘new’ volunteers may be able to fill 

some vacant available shifts such as  Tuesday to Thursday 

afternoons or weekends. Any prospective new volunteers may 

be able to follow in their footsteps. The soccer ground 

development across the road from our centre is steadily taking 

shape.                         The soccer ground development across the road from our centre 

 

More About the Fitzjames 

Locals may be aware that an active quarantine station was once located on Torrens Island. A 

quarantine station was first established there in June 1855 (according to the web page found at 

http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/manning/sa/health/quarant.htm ). By 1876, however, a ship called 

the Fitzjames was moored offshore at Largs Bay (some say at Semaphore) for use as a 

quarantine ship. This is the same vessel discussed in our July Gangway Bulletin, the ‘prison 

ship’ that held young boys out at sea near the Largs Bay jetty*. The quarantine ship Fitzjames 

became a floating boys’ reformatory in the 1880s.  

* (Although it is usually claimed the Fitzjames was moored near the Largs Bay jetty, there may 

be some confusion between the jetty and the Largs Pier. The jetty was not built until 1882.) 

The web page found at https://www.weekendnotes.com/the-stranger-structures-of-semaphore/ 

states, “In 1877 the hulk Fitzjames was anchored about 1.5 miles away from the (Semaphore) 

jetty to serve as a Quarantine Ship in the days before Torrens Island took on that role. It would 

have been a most unpleasant time for the passengers and crew of the ship. Eleven years later, 

the same hulk was again moored off the jetty and used as a reformatory for up to 61 boys.” By 

the 1880s, the quarantine station was re-established on Torrens Island and the Fitzjames then 

became a floating boys’ reformatory. The quarantine station on Torrens Island was proclaimed 

by a notice that appeared in the Government Gazette on 15th September 1881. The station was, 

however, run down by 1896 and the government decided to build a new station about 1 ½ miles 

south of the existing station. The use of the Fitzjames as a boys’ reformatory ended in May 

1891 and the boys were sent to what would eventually become the Magill Youth Training 

Centre (after girls at Magill were sent to ‘new lodgings’ at Edwardstown). There is much more 

to the stories of both the quarantine station and the Fitzjames. If you listened to the podcast at 

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/special-features/in-depth/the-Fitzjames-sas-floating-
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prison-for-wayward-teens/news-story/0ec11349685e6ed09ec1152f0192300a , you may now 

have some understanding about the vessel .  

This interpretive signage regarding the Fitzjames is located on the walkway between the Largs 

and Semaphore jetties: -  

It reads: - “On the 5th March 1880 “The Fitzjames”, a boys reformatory hulk was anchored off 

Largs jetty housing approximately 60m boys. It was 

intended to train boys for a life in the Merchant Navy but 

was little more than a convict hulk. The boys varied in age 

from 8-16, some had committed petty offenses such as 

theft, some were destitute and a few had committed 

serious offenses. The conditions on board were appalling 

with little space for exercise, poor food, few amenities for 

basic ablutions, and generally unsanitary and degrading 

conditions. On 5th December 1889 during a storm the hulk 

broke its moorings and drifted ashore. The boys were 

taken aboard the HMAS Protector, a SA Navy ship, until 

the boat was made secure again. “The Fitzjames” was 

eventually broken up and the boys were transferred to the 

Magill reformatory on the 10th May 1891.” More details 

regarding the Fitzjames may be published in later issues of 

our Gangway Bulletin. 

 

 

The Streets of Semaphore, Largs Bay and North Haven 

As reported in our January 2016 issue (No.92), part of the present Semaphore Road was 

previously called Rann Street. Rann Street was named after John Rann, Chairman of the 

Portland Estate Council 1862-1866, Councillor for the Lefevre Peninsula Council 1873-1874 

and Councillor for Port Adelaide Council 1869-1878 and 1881-1884.  Another part of 

Semaphore Road was previously called Dunnikier Road. Dunnikier Road led (easterly) on to 

Rann Street. Rann Street ran from the intersection of Fletcher Road & Heath Street, up to Elder 

Road. It appears that the railway line from Port Adelaide used to run along Dunnikier Road & 

Rann Street. Dunnikier Road and Rann Street later became an extension of Semaphore Road. 

Semaphore Rd previously used to turn south towards Bower Rd, but this section of Semaphore 

Rd later became Causeway Road. Looking at an old map of Largs Bay and Semaphore Jetties, 

it seems that Mead Street ran north from Semaphore Road, Birkenhead to Jetty Road, Largs 

Bay. Views of some of the above-mentioned streets can be found at 

https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+28690/110-219 . Whitehorn Street, North Haven is 

named after Colin Whitehorn. Colin turned 105 years old last June. He used to be a butcher on 

Fletcher Road, Largs Bay. I knew his twin brother Owen Whitehorn, his sister-in-law, and his 

nieces and nephews. Colin received a new Medicare card with a 5-year expiry for his 105th 

birthday. He celebrated his birthday on 27th June at the Angle Vale RSL aged care facility. 
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