
 Like us on Facebook  

Stella Maris Adelaide – Ph.7127 7899 www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/ 
 

The Gangway Bulletin, September 2017 (No.111) 

(Edited by Steve Reynolds) 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide (based at 

Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor.  

Our Facebook page is titled “Stella Maris Seafarers Centre Adelaide”. 

 

 

Greville Knight 

Ian Keane, our Acting Director, recently paid past 

Director, Greville Knight a visit at his Mallala home 

and presented him with the Certificate of 

Recognition awarded to all of our volunteers on Sea 

Sunday in July. Greville has now joined the Country 

Fire Service at Mallala to fill in his time. 

 

 

Ian Keane presenting Greville Knight with his 

Certificate of Recognition 

 

Archbishop Wilson Visit 

Archbishop Philip Wilson recently visited our Centre, along with Father Brian Angus, our Port 

Chaplain. We were lucky that two ships were in port at the time and we had 8 visitors from the 

two ships at our centre. Six of the visitors were kind enough to stay at the centre to meet the 

Archbishop after doing their shopping. We had two seafarers from India and four from the 

Philippines. Archbishop Wilson and Father Brian met with our volunteers and our visitors. 

They both stayed for approximately 20 – 30 minutes. Big thanks go to Greg Flaherty for 

spreading the word to the seafarers on his ships’ visit that we would be open on that 

Wednesday afternoon. Thanks also go to Don English, Serge Ferrier, Steve Reynolds and Greg 

Flaherty for their support that afternoon. I can tell you first hand that the seafarers told 

Archbishop Wilson how grateful they are to Stella Maris for the wonderful service we provide. 

It makes you feel good when you hear the seafarers expressing their gratitude for our service. 

So, to all shifts, keep up the good work as the seafarers really appreciate your effort. 

Ian Keane, Acting Director, Stella Maris Adelaide  

 

(Sorry, we don’t have photos of Archbishop Wilson to share with 

you. Perhaps this shot of Bishop Bosco Puther (Bishop Promoter of 

the AoS), Father Roger Manalo (Interim National Director for AoS in 

Australia) and Father Brian Angus (our Port Chaplain) conducting 

the Sea Sunday Mass in July will suffice.) 

 

Different Names for Port Adelaide 

How many different names can you think of that may refer to Port Adelaide? The Port, Port 

Misery, the Old Port, etc? That’s an easy task compared to listing the numerous indigenous 

names that may be used i.e. Yertabulti, Yerta Bulti or Yarta Bulti, Yerta Boldingga, 

Jertabuldingga and Yartapuulti (to name a few?). 

According to Wikipedia ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosewater,_South_Australia ) the area 

north of the Hundred* of Yatala was known as “Yertabulti and Yerta Boldingga, which means 

'land of sleep or death' (according to John Phillip Gell)”. These details are repeated in “South 

Australia What’s in a Name?” by Rodney Cockburn. That book also says that Port Adelaide 
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was proclaimed a port by Governor John Hindmarsh 180 years ago on 3rd June 1837. The 

“Portside Weekly” Messenger newspaper says that, according to the Port Adelaide Enfield 

Council, Yertabulti means ‘salt swamp that grows nothing’ (in the vein of Yerta Boldingga 

meaning 'land of sleep or death'. There is, however, yet another ‘traditional indigenous name’ 

for Port Adelaide. It is ‘Jertabuldingga’, meaning ‘place of dead earth (similar to ‘salt swamp 

that grows nothing’ and 'land of sleep or death'). One of the sites on the Mudlangga to 

Yertabulti Track is located by the Port River at Snowden’s Beach. The beach is named after a 

one-armed ex-dairy farmer turned publican. We will discuss this in more detail in a later issue. 

Yertabulti is sometimes referred to as either Yerta Bulti or Yarta Bulti, and I’m also told that 

Yerta Bulti was changed or evolved to 

Yartapuulti. 

 

* What is a ‘Hundred’?  

What is a ‘Hundred’? Ten times ten? “The 

Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary” agrees, 

but also says that it is a “subdivision of a 

county”. But do we have counties in SA? Or 

did we ever have counties? Perhaps not. The 

quick answer to the term ‘Hundred’ might be 

‘100,000 acres of land’. Page (xvii) of “South 

Australia What’s in a Name?” by Rodney 

Cockburn discusses the matter in great 

detail.) 

The Port River Sailing Club at Snowden’s Beach 

 

More Indigenous Names 

While I’m on a roll learning the meaning of Aboriginal words, I see that Yampu is Kaurna for 

‘dolphin’ (as explained by Gallery Yampu in Jenkins Street at Birkenhead. 

I’ve been trying to find details regarding the Kaurna name for the Port (Adelaide) River, 

without success. I only managed to find out that the River Torrens previously ran into the Port 

River, but diverted itself by silting, creating an area of swamp known as the Reedbeds. In the 

1930s a channel was made and the River Torrens was directed into this, to enter the Gulf St 

Vincent at Henley Beach South. The Kaurna name for the River Torrens is Karrawirra Parri. 

Our bus drivers drive past the Kardi Yarta (Cultural Park) at the corner of Victoria Road and 

Pelican Point Road on their way to and from the container berth and the grain berth. 

Biodiversity Park is on the opposite corner across Pelican Point Road.  

 

Kaurna Warra Pintyanthi 

The Kaurna Warra Pintyanthi, or KWP, is, in general terms, the Kaurna language police. The 

KWP is based at Linguistics, School of Humanities at the University of Adelaide. Visit the web 

page at http://www.newsgrio.com/?p=121535 to read about some other Kaurna place names. 

Visit the website home of the Kaurna Language Dictionary at KWP’s 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/kwp/resources/kaurnadictionary/. 
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