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Apostleship of the Sea - Supporting Seafarers Worldwide 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide (based at 

Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor.  

Our Facebook page is titled “Stella Maris Seafarers Centre Adelaide”. 

 

Christmas at Stella Maris 

It’s almost Christmas again already. Stella Maris Adelaide will continue to assist seafarers 

visiting Outer Harbor over the Christmas/New Year season. We will have the usual Christmas 

gifts for seafarers visiting us close to Christmas Day. We will also assist any seafarers wishing 

to attend any Christmas Masses. 

 

Snowden’s Beach 

Snowden’s Beach is named after a one-armed ex-dairy farmer turned publican. According to 

the book titled “South Australia What’s in a Name?” by Rodney Cockburn, the publican was a 

Robert Snowden who had a house and dairy near what is now called Snowden’s Beach after 

him. He used the beach for the boat which he used to deliver his milk to Port Adelaide. He was 

the son of a Colonel Snowden. In 1851, he built a new hotel near 

Fletcher’s Slip. It was only the second hotel on the Lefevre 

Peninsula. It called the Waterman’s Arms Hotel and he became its 

publican. During a fight (at the hotel?) he pushed one of his arms 

through a glass window and cut a finger. His arm had to be 

amputated because of the cut finger three months later. He died at 

37 years of age a short time later. An inquest into his death was 

held in 1853 and the verdict was that he died due to inflammation 

of the brain.  

 

Grain ship & tug at Snowden’s Beach 

 

According to the web page found at 

http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/manning/pa/building/building.htm , “The building of Fletcher's slip 

in 1850 induced Robert Snowden to lease part of the same section to build the Waterman's 

Arms, which opened in 1851, being the second on LeFevre Peninsula”. This is repeated at 

http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/manning/pn/s/s5.htm where it also states “The only good sandy 

beach in the Port River 50 years ago was about two miles downstream, or north from Port 

Adelaide, and was known as Snowden's Beach. It is now gone, for the south-west wind blew 

sand from Lefevre Peninsula into the river where the beach was after Mr Mullet destroyed the 

rushes and allowed the sand to drift... [it was said that] Robert Snowden had a house and dairy 

near the beach and used the beach for his boat... but Snowden does not appear to have owned or 

leased land at Snowden's Beach...” 

 

One of the sites on the Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track is 

located by the Port River at Snowden’s Beach. 

 

Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track signage at Snowden’s 

Beach 
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More About the Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track  

A brochure for the Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track can be found at 

http://images.portenf.sa.gov.au/book/community/m2y/files/assets/basic-html/index.html#1  

According to page 6 of the brochure, there is some signage in Dale Street, Port Adelaide 

(outside St Mary’s Church*). The signage says that the site was the “Dale St Sunday Club and 

Dale St Meeting Place”. According to the brochure, “A lot of Aboriginal families were around 

then, the Sunday Club proved it. It was in the heart of Port Adelaide and people came from 

everywhere just to attend the events or activities on the day.” 

Another sign for the Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track can be found across the road from our 

seafarers’ centre at the site of the former Taperoo Primary School on Victoria Road. According 

to the brochure, “Back then, some of our best friends were white kids. There was one Italian 

kid among fifty of us who used to get on the bus or train from Outer Harbor to the Port as a big 

adventure. He was the only kid who wasn’t black or white, he was the only one who was 

different.” 

Many changes have been steadily occurring at the site of the former Taperoo Primary School 

across the road from our centre. A new sports complex is being developed for use by the Port 

Lion Soccer Club. 

* (Stella Maris operated from the St Mary’s church hall from 1933 to 1959. According to 

“Faith of our Fathers in Semaphore – 1907-2007” by Heather 

Hartshorne, “A Seafarers’ Club was formally opened in 1933 in 

St Mary’s Hall, Dale Street”. It was apparently manned from 

10am to 5pm six days a week in those early years. During 

WWII, masses could apparently be arranged at all hours if 

required. During the depression, “a ladies committee known as 

the Stella Maris Ladies’ Auxiliary was formed to entertain 

guests, secure financial backing and scout for additional 

members”.  

St Mary’s church hall in Dale St, Port Adelaide 

The club was open until 10pm every evening during 

WWII. Refreshments were provided for visitors. The 

centre closed down in 1959. Another source, however, 

states that the Carmelite Fathers converted St Mary’s Hall 

into a Catholic Club for seafarers in 1944. The club was 

said to be open from 7-10pm daily and boasted billiards, 

table tennis and other indoor sports. Mass was provided in 

the adjacent St Mary’s church on Sunday evenings.)  

 

Medical Centre Appointed for Japanese Seamen 

This certificate at Harbourside Medical Centre in Robe St, Port 

Adelaide was presented by the Japan Seamen’s Medical Affairs 

Corporation to the centre (then Dr Cherry & Partners) on 1st 

September 1991. The Corporation had appointed the centre as 

the medical organisation for the Japanese seamen. 

http://images.portenf.sa.gov.au/book/community/m2y/files/assets/basic-html/index.html#1

