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More on the 100 Years of Stella Maris Celebration 

The date for the Stella Maris/Apostleship of the Sea Centennial Celebration (in 

conjunction with the XXV World Congress) to be held in Glasgow has now been 

postponed until next year due to the coronavirus pandemic. It will now be held on 

Saturday 8th October 2021. We are still planning to celebrate the centenary here in 

Adelaide at 9:00 am Mass at the Our Lady of the Visitation (OLV) Church, Taperoo 

during October 2020. This will be followed by a morning tea at the Veritas Centre which, 

at this stage, our National Director, Rosalyn Rajasingam will be attending and, hopefully, 

Bishop Bosco Puther from Melbourne will also be attending. 

 

98th Anniversary of the Apostleship of the Sea’s Constitution 

98 years ago, the first constitution for the Apostleship of the Sea was blessed and 

approved by Pope Pious XI in April 1922. Each of the appointed Popes since then have 

“blessed and encouraged the growth of this Apostolate”. The Pope in 1956 was Pious XII. 

He was followed by many Popes since then. They were Pope John XXIII from 1958 to 

1963, Pope Paul VI from 1963 to 1978, John Paul II from 1978 to 2005, Pope Benedict 

XVI from 2005 to 2013 and the current Pope, Francis (since 2013). 

 

More on 2020 (No.3) 

Thirty years ago, the SA Premier set up a planning review “to develop a vision for 

Adelaide to take us into the 21st Century able to adapt to change” in April 1990. In April & 

May the following year (1991) public workshops about the review were held around 

Adelaide. A report was published in the Portside Messenger summarizing the Planning 

Review’s 2nd report in May 1991. The plan included the failed MFP (Multi-function Polis) 

site at Gillman. In 1992, The Advertiser and Messenger newspapers included reports on 

the topic, especially 6th July (Advertiser) and 8th July (Messenger). The name of the 

Planning Review’s report was “2020 Vision”. One would have to study the review in great 

detail to work out just how much was achieved as a result of the review. 

 

Flinders Ports offices are on the former site of 

the Prince Alfred Sailors’ Home 

According to Frank Leyvraz, when the Prince 

Alfred Sailors’ Home located on St Vincent Street, 

Port Adelaide first opened, it “featured 38 

dormitories on its ground floor, 25 of which were 

furnished. Other amenities, including a dining 

room and reading room, were also located on the 

ground floor. The upper floor was initially vacant, 

but later accommodated a single large dormitory. 

“Combining ‘business with benevolence, the 

Home’s administrators originally charged sailors a 

‘moderate’ fee for their room and board, and 

petitioned the Port Adelaide community for 

donations to cover operating and management 

costs. They also created a provision for imparting 

religious instruction and moral guidance in an 
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effort to foster ‘self-respect and a sense of responsibility’ among the Home’s patrons. 

“They reported "despite its handsome exterior it was utterly comfortless and like a second 

rate poorhouse, so cheerless and unattractive and not overly clean that none of the men 

could be persuaded to stay a second night within its walls". 

“The Mercantile Marine Office was formed to control the signing on and off of sailors. It 

was run by the Harbours Board after finally being determined to be the most inept 

government department ever formed, and an international embarrassment. 

“Their responsibilities where greatly reduced following the fiasco's following the 

destruction of the Wonga Shoal Lighthouse and a number of shipwrecks caused by their 

inaction. The equivalent department today is the DPTI.”  

Flinders Ports offices are now located in St Vincent Street, Port Adelaide on the former 

site of the Prince Alfred Sailors’ Home.  

 

Garden Project Update 

The garden project at our centre is said to be well and truly taking shape now, thanks to 

the great efforts of Kate & Tom Driscoll. They have done some work on the pavers in the 

area and also put some of the flowers and plants in place recently. Part of the project will 

be the purchase of two bench seats for people to sit in this beautiful area to reflect and say 

prayers. We will purchase one of the bench seats and 

have a plaque placed on the back of it to recognize all 

past & present volunteers who have assisted in the 

running of our Centre. There will also be a small part of 

the garden in recognition of the late Tim Taylor, with a 

plant or a tree from the Taylor family. We are still 

hoping that the garden will be completed in time for our 

100-year celebration in June. Here is a design drawing 

for the project: - 

 

 

 

In the meantime, we thank Joan and Michael Collins for taking the time to maintain the 

garden bed at the front of the church. It has certainly made a difference to the garden’s 

appearance. We also thank Serge Ferrier for assisting in watering the garden at the centre. 

 

What does the ‘s’ & ‘d’ in £.s.d. stand for?  

It’s all historical now, but it seems that ‘shilling’ comes from ‘schilling’, an old unit of 

Austrian currency. ‘Shilling’ has now much disappeared from our language. It is only used 

when referring back to the old English currency. It used to mean “20th of a pound”. 

Pounds, shillings and pence (£.s.d.), they (used to?) say. I always thought that the ‘s’ stood 

for ‘shilling’. It now seems that it actually stands for ‘solidus’ (or ‘solidus symbol). A 

solidus (or solidus symbol) is a ‘/’. The ‘/’ itself was used when a figure had no pence i.e. 

1 shilling = 1/-, with the dash indicating zero pence. 1 shilling & 9 pence would be shown 

as 1/9. 

But why ‘d’ for pence? According to The Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary, ‘d’ stands 

for ‘penny’ (pre-decimal currency). It is actually Latin and ‘d’ for denarius, an ancient 

Roman silver coin (plural is denari). ‘Denary’ means of ten (or decimal). Strangely, 

pennies were neither silver nor decimal. 

Note that most currencies put ‘$’ at the beginning of a figure but ‘¢’ at the end of a figure. 

The same used to apply for £.s.d. . Can you work out why this is/was so? 
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