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The Gangway Bulletin, May 2018 (No.119) 

(Edited by Steve Reynolds) 

 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre (est. 1996) is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea 

Adelaide (based at Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting 

Outer Harbor. 

 

Friday Shift Now Started 

We have now commenced a regular Friday afternoon shift, making our working week complete 

(at least one shift every week day). Many thanks to our loyal volunteers who have made this 

extra shift possible. 

 

11th Anniversaries 

A major milestone for The Gangway Bulletin passed un-noticed in March 2018 when we 

reached 11 years of publication, with a brief break prior to resuming issues in 2009. It was also 

the 11th anniversary of our Seafarer Centre at Taperoo back in January 2018, having 

commenced there in January 2007. Perhaps 11 years is not really a major milestone. We may 

need to keep these dates in mind in 2022 so that we can celebrate the 15th anniversaries for both 

the Centre and the Gangway. 

 

41st Anniversary of the Outer Harbor Container Terminal  

The Outer Harbor container terminal recently celebrated its 41st anniversary, having been 

opened by then Premier, Don Dunstan on 17th March (St.Patrick’s Day) 1977. That just 

happened to be the last day of the 1977 Centenary Cricket Test between England and Australia 

at the MCG (Test No. 800). 

 

Mosaic Mural at the Outer Harbor Railway Station  

This mosaic mural at Outer Harbor is part of the 

Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track on the Lefevre Peninsula. 

The mural seems to be titled “Bukki Yellaka lamo 

Tarkarri”, meaning ‘making old tracks new again’. The 

Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track commences here at the 

Outer Harbor Railway Station. According to the web page 

found at http://www.weekendnotes.com/mudlangga-

yertabulti-track/, the   Track is an education trail by the 

City of Port Adelaide Enfield.  

The mosaic mural was specifically designed to acknowledge, respect and honour the Kaura, 

Narungga and Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal people. “Narungga country (Yorke Peninsula) can be 

seen to the west and is depicted by “Winda The Owl”, a traditional Narungga Dreaming story. 

Ngarrindjeri country is shown through the head and tongue of the Red-bellied Black Snake to 
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show where the “River meets the Sea”. The Red-bellied Black Snake is also used to show the 

length, width and depth of Kaurna Country, and to separate the Mount Lofty Ranges from the 

sea. Spears and the Seven Sisters Dreaming Story (shown by 7 stars) honour the traditional and 

contemporary separation of men’s and women’s business. Only male Tauondi students and 

young Aboriginal boys were allowed to go to a significant Eastern Men’s site to collect wood 

from trees, to strip and burn them for the spears. Only 

women were allowed to travel along the Peninsula to 

collect shells and rocks. Kaurna would retreat to the 

Foothills (shown to the east) for shelter and protection in 

winter and then return to the Peninsula during summer 

months. Near to it is a Southern woman’s sitting circle. 

Coolamons and clap sticks show women. Spears show 

the male circle seen to the north. Four fire circles offer 

direction depicting Kawanda (north), Patpa (south)*, 

Mari (east) and Wongga (west).” 

*  There is a Patpa Drive in Adelaide’s south at Hallett 

Cove & Sheidow Park. 

 

(Much of these details were taken from the Taperoo Dunes 

Facebook group.) 

 

More on Shipping Containers 

According to episode 4 of David Attenborough’s Blue Planet II 

(see https://www.9now.com.au/blue-planet-ii/2018/episode-4 ), 

130 million containers are transported via sea each year. An 

average of four containers a day are lost in the sea. 8 million 

tonnes of plastic are also dumped in to the sea each year. The 

headline on the web page found at https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/shipping-

container-washes-ashore-on-moreton-island-but-youll-find-no-treasures-here/ar-

BBJXXiL?ocid=spartanntp reads, “Shipping container washes ashore on Moreton Island - a 

shipping container spotted bobbing up and down in waters off the Queensland coast has finally 

washed ashore”. 

A spokeswoman for the Maersk Line said that Maersk moves 17 million containers around the 

world per annum, losing very few of those annually. "In 2016 we lost five containers 

overboard," she said. “From 2000 to 2016, we lost an average of 57 containers per year, 

however, more than half were lost in a single incident, the Svendborg Maersk in 2013, where 

517 containers were lost in the Bay of Biscay in a hurricane. The container in question will be 

removed by barge to Fisherman's Island to our container depot." 

Mooloolaba Coastguard commander Bill Asher said shipping containers lost at sea pose a huge 

risk to mariners. He said most containers simply sank to the bottom of the ocean floor, never to 

be recovered. But Mr Asher said sometimes empty ones could "float for a considerable time", 

posing a hazard to mariners. "Yachts have been known to hit them, they can tear the hull out of 

it and capsize or sink a yacht," Mr Asher said. "They are a recognised hazard, but whales 

represent an even greater hazard." It would be near impossible for treasure hunters to drag a 
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floating container to shore to search inside for its riches. "They weigh about 20 tonnes if they 

are fully laden, you would need a tug boat to do that," Mr Asher said. 
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