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Annual Volunteer Get-together 

Twenty-two volunteers attended our get together at the Alberton Hotel on Sunday 1st 

March. It was a great catch up for us all. 

  

National Conference in Wellington, New Zealand  

Ian Keane, our Centre Manager, attended the National Conference in Wellington, New 

Zealand recently. It was a combined Conference between Stella Maris and Mission to 

Seafarers from both Australia and New Zealand attending, plus representatives from 

London, Canada and the South Pacific. It was held at the Brentwood Hotel in Wellington, 

with the Theme “Winds of Change - the future is in the Air”. 

 

100 Years of Stella Maris Celebration 

The celebration here in Adelaide for 100 Years of Stella Maris will be held at Our Lady of 

the Visitation (OLV) Church, Taperoo on Sunday 21st June 2020 at 9:00 am Mass. This 

will be followed by a morning tea at the Veritas Centre. At this stage our National 

Director, Rosalyn Rajasingam will be attending and, hopefully, Bishop Bosco Puther from 

Melbourne will also be attending. 

 

Garden Project Update 

The OLV garden project at our centre is moving along slowly. We 

hope that it will be completed in time for our 100-year celebration 

in June.  

 

More on 2020 No.1 

As reported previously, “The phrase 

“20/20 vision” refers to normal 

vision. A person with 20/20 vision 

can see what an average individual  

can see on an eye chart when they  

are standing 20 feet away.” ….. The 

top number refers to your distance in feet from the chart. The 

bottom number indicates the distance at which a person with normal eyesight can read the 

same line. For example, if you have 20/30 vision, it means your vision is worse than 

average. When you are standing 20 feet from the chart, you can read letters that most 

people see when they are 30 feet away.” According to the web page found at 

https://peposevision.com/2020-vision-mean/ , “However, 20/20 vision is not perfect 

vision. A person can have 20/15 vision, which is sharper than average. If you have 20/15 

vision, you can see a line in the eye chart at 20 feet that the average person can only see 

when they are 15 feet away. Generally, the goal of correcting vision with glasses or 

contacts is to bring a person’s vision to 20/20.” 

 

Some History About Largs 

According to Brian Samuels in the December 1982 issue of the “Portonian” (Official 

Organ of the Port Adelaide Historical Society), the subdivision of Largs occurred in 1873 

http://www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/
https://peposevision.com/2020-vision-mean/


Stella Maris Adelaide – Ph.7127 7899 www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/  

 
 

and the Largs Pier Hotel opened in 1882 as the Italiante Largs Pier Hotel. The hotel was 

open to visitors when the Largs jetty was officially opened on 23rd December 1882.  

The name Largs Bay “was suggested by A. L. Elder, brother of Sir Thomas Elder, after the 

Largs on the Firth of Clyde, Scotland.  Mr. Elder left South Australia in 1853, and died in 

London 1885”.   

The township was originally advertised as Margate on 18th June 1873 and that the name in 

the advertisement was changed to Largs without explanation on 2nd July. The name Largs 

Bay as opposed to Largs does not appear to have been used until later, presumably being 

popularised by the Largs Bay Land and Investment Company.  

And then there is this – “The Register of 18 June 1873 advertises the 'Township of 

Margate' but on 2 July 1873 an advertisement proclaims that the subdivision was to be 

known as Largs. George and Thomas Elder laid out this seaside suburb on sections 1061-

62 and 1096-97, Hundred of Port Adelaide naming it after the town of Largs in Scotland, 

where George Elder died in 1897 aged 81.” 

Also, “Since the jetty was first commenced... It may be of interest... to learn of the 

adjoining works that have been undertaken... by the Largs Bay Company... The most 

noticeable... is the large hotel that faces the jetty... The esplanade being constructed is 

about three quarters of a mile in length and 100 feet wide...” 

 

Laying of the Foundation Stone for the Prince Alfred Sailors’ Home  

Speaking of the “Portonian”, the September 1999 issue included an article that I wrote 

titled “Ships Called Galatea”. It started with details regarding HRH Prince Alfred’s visit to 

SA in 1867. The book “Colonial Gunboat – The story of HMCS Protector and the South 

Australian Naval Brigade” by Stephen Jeisman discusses both the Prince’s 1867 & 1869 

visits, and details the laying of the foundation stone for the Prince Alfred Sailors’ Home at 

Port Adelaide on 18th February 1869. As reported in our July 2019 issue, Flinders Ports 

are now located on the former site of Prince Alfred Sailors’ Home on St Vincent Street, 

Port Adelaide. The Home was an imposing three-storey stone and brick building, however, 

because it was located within the intertidal zone on land that had only been partially 

reclaimed, the structure suffered severe subsidence as building works progressed. The 

subsidence problem delayed completion of the Home until 16 January 1875, when it was 

officially opened by Governor Sir Anthony Musgrave. Visit 

http://users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/Gangway/July19Gangway.pdf for further details. 

 

Captain Hugh Quin and Quin Marine  

Captain Hugh Quin arrived in South Australia aboard the 

Cygnet in 1836. His grandson, Hugh Quin, founded the 

Port Adelaide sailmakers Hugh Quin Pty Ltd in 1921. This 

ultimately led to the establishing of Quin Marine. 

 

 

‘New’ Anchor Found  

Yet another ‘new’ anchor 

has been found on the Lefevre Peninsula. It was found 

‘hidden’ in a corner of the Semaphore waterslide area 

recently. It is not a genuine article, however, as it is a 

‘home-made’ replica. 
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