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Welcome to our Easter issue.  

Lent and Easter  

Now that we are in Lent, Catholics are preparing for Easter through prayer, abstinence and 

fasting. Ash Wednesday was the first day of Lent. Ash Wednesday is held 46 days before 

Easter Sunday. Several of our volunteers were able to attend Ash Wednesday Masses in the 

lead-up to Lent. A few attended the same Mass held at Semaphore church, with their partners 

and family members.  

When does Easter fall each year? Due to the way that the date for Easter (for Western 

Christians) is calculated (1st Sunday following 1st full moon after the Autumn equinox), Easter 

can vary between late March and the end of April. Easter Sunday (for Western Christians) is 

always the first Sunday after the first official full moon after the official vernal equinox (21st 

March). The official full moon may differ from the real full moon by one or two days. Easter 

Sunday (for Western Christians) falls on 1st April this year. Since the Catholic and Orthodox 

Churches split from each other in the year 1054 A.D., the Eastern Orthodox denominations 

usually celebrate Easter at a different time of year. The reason for the different dates is “due to 

Western Christians using the Gregorian calendar to calculate the date, while the Eastern 

Orthodox continue to use the older, Julian calendar.” This year, the Greek Orthodox Easter 

starts on 6th April (Good Friday). Both groups (Western Christians & Eastern Orthodox) are 

considering the setting of a fixed, uniform date for Easter in the future (Source “The Southern 

Cross”, March 2016). “Easter Week” itself starts on Easter Sunday. This is followed by another 

five weeks of ‘Easter’, leading up to a whole range of religious dates. Our Stella Maris 

volunteers are well aware of Seafarers’ needs at this time during the Church year.  We offer the 

Our Lady of the Visitation Church for quiet prayer if need be.  

 

AFL footy 

The AFL Premiership season starts on Thursday 22nd March this year. Games are being held 

right through the Easter long weekend. Our volunteers can renew their footy rivalries, 

especially regarding the two local clubs, Adelaide & Port Adelaide. The first Showdown match 

this season is being held in Round 8 on 12th May.  

 

Felix 

This little run-about caused quite a stir when 

it pulled up in Port Adelaide’s Inner 

Harbour recently. The locals thought that it 

must belong to a visiting celebrity. Chris 

Hemsworth of Thor fame was the most 

popular theory going around, but no one 

actually ever saw him at all. Everything was revealed on Ch.7 News who discovered that the 

large vessel was called Felix and it belonged to a visiting millionaire 

who claimed to have no celebrity status whatsoever. Ch.7 said that the 

Felix featured a 14 -seat cinema on board. The vessel had created much 

interest on the local Facebook page, with many sleuths identifying it as 

the RV Felix and registered in the Cayman Islands. The web page found 

at https://www.vesselfinder.com/vessels/FELIX-IMO-6908709-MMSI-
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319492000 states, the Research Vessel “FELIX has 69m length overall and 

beam of 12m. Her gross tonnage is 1252 tons.”  

 

Curiosity got the better of me, so I moved in on my own pleasure craft 

for a closer look. 

 

The Falie had to move closer to the recently 

re-positioned City of Adelaide to allow the 

Felix to tie up between the One and All and 

the Falie. This meant that the Felix was 

moored at the Queen’s Wharf, adjacent to 

the (Admella) Navigator memorial.  

Navigator memorial          

Originally unveiled in February 1992, the Navigator memorial was in 

memory of those who had lost their lives at sea along the South 

Australian coastline. It was located in St Vincent Street at first. The 

memorial was comprised of a large ship’s wheel, longitude and latitude 

and compass points. It was moved to its present position in Timpson  

Street in 2009, in time to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the 

sinking of the SS Admella in 1859. The Admella was 

wrecked on Carpenters Reef in the early hours of 6th 

August 1859. The loss of 89 lives makes the wreck 

one of the worst maritime disasters in Australia’s history.  

A new black granite block was included in the memorial in its new location 

in Timpson Street. The Navigator was rededicated at a candle light vigil at 

5.30am on the 5th August 2009 marking the 150th anniversary of the time 

that the Admella departed on her ill-fated voyage from Port Adelaide in 

1859.  

The new black granite block in Timpson Street 

My wife and I both rushed to the Navigator memorial to catch a 

glimpse of the Felix and take some photos of her and the memorial. 

It was just as well that we did that when we did because, by the 

time that we got home, we were seeing reports on Facebook about 

the Felix sinking in the river, as shown by this convincing photo: -  

 

The Felix sinking in the river 

(Please note the inquisitive dolphin in the foreground and the suspicious painting of Thor on 

the building in the background.) 

The thought of a new shipwreck to be able to dive on so close to home was quite exciting for 

me, though I suppose that the vessel would be salvaged quite rapidly so as to keep the Inner 

Harbour safe for other vessels to negotiate the area. The Felix was still at her moorings the next 

day though, and she left Port Adelaide around 5am on Wednesday 21st February. 
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