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Annual Day of the Seafarer  

The annual Day of the Seafarer (DotS) will be celebrated on Tuesday 

25th June.  

 

Sea Sunday  

This year’s Sea Sunday is being celebrated on 14th July. 

 

Flinders Ports Facebook page  

Flinders Ports have a Facebook page (as Flinders Ports Holdings) at 

https://www.facebook.com/flindersportholdings/ . 

 

More About Captain Swiggs 

Further to the details reported in last month’s Gangway about 

Captain Thomas Swiggs, Frank Leyvraz later added, “those 

streets surrounding Quinn Street are (named after) sea captains 

and Quin was a Captain too. ‘Swigg’ was changed back to 

‘Swiggs’ for a second time because of family lobbying the 

council (in) 2003. The Quin family have probably not bothered as 

they are still active business people in the Port. Here's a photo of 

Stan Quin, great, great-grandson of Captain Hugh Quin, and his 

son Adam with two of his sons of Quin Sports and Nets and Quin 

Marine, at their new Net Factory being constructed next to where 

Adelaide Garden Centre was on St Vincent Street.”  

Stan Quin with son Adam and two of his grandsons 

 

Stan Quin is the owner of this large anchor which will soon be 

housed in a glass display area, along with other maritime 

artefacts, at the Quin Marine premises at 331 St Vincent Street 

East, Port Adelaide. The display will be lit up at night. 

 

Large anchor at Quin Marine 

 

My award-winning article titled “Captain Swiggs (& some of the ships associated with 

him and his family)” can be found in four parts by clicking on each of August, September, 

October & November 2008 (in order) at 

http://seadragon.podzone.org/letters08_index.html . I say “award-winning” because the 

four-part article led (in part) to me winning the Port Adelaide Historical Society’s Mavis 

Hoey Award for 2009. (Heck, that’s ten years ago already.) 

 

Father Julian Tenison Woods (1832-1889) 

I have written about Father Julian Tenison Woods on occasions, including an article, titled 

“Julian Tenison Woods, Catholic Priest & Scientist” in 2007. It can be found at 

http://seadragon.podzone.org/nletters/august2007.htm . I have also possibly mentioned 

Father Julian Tenison Woods in our Gangway Bulletin a couple of times.  This was 
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certainly the case for our February 2013 issue – see 

http://users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/Gangway/Feb13%20Gangway.pdf . I have now 

discovered that Father Roderick has a great interest in the work of Father Julian Tenison 

Woods. Father Roderick says that he has been writing about Julian Edmund Tenison 

Woods (Fr. Julian) since 1989. He says, “Some of my pieces are about his spirituality, 

others about his scientific research, especially in Asia. ……” 

 

The Naming of Exeter 

Exeter is said to have been named by an early settler called John Lapthorne after having 

owned that area of land for some 30 years. He had owned the land since 1851 and gave it 

the name Exeter in 1882. There is a Lapthorne Lane in Exeter. The name of Exeter 

apparently came from his birthplace in Devonshire, England. The name is said to mean 

“fortress on the river”. According to “Place Names of South Australia” by R.Praite & JC 

Tolley though, Exeter is actually named after Exeter Hall in London. The resolution to 

form an association for the colonisation of South Australia was carried in Exeter Hall. 

“South Australia – What’s in a Name?” states that the name Exeter was introduced from 

Devonshire (as attributed to John Lapthorne) but then adds the story about Exeter Hall, 

London. 

 

The Seafarers, Fishermen & Lightkeepers Memorial at Cape Jaffa 

This monument commemorates seafarers and fishermen and lightkeepers 

who have been lost at sea in or from the Cape Jaffa or Kingston SE area. It 

was placed there in 2002. Visit 

http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/disaster/maritime/display/50557-

seafarers%2C-fishermen-and-lightkeepers-memorial- for more details.  

Further details can be found in “Cape Jaffa - Its Memorial to seafarers, fishermen & 

lightkeepers” by John Nicholson. 

 

Discovery of the wreck of the Nyora 

The main listing on the above-mentioned memorial concerns that of the steam tug Nyora, 

sunk about 50kms off of Cape Jaffa in 1917 whilst towing the schooner Astoria. The 

Nyora was a single screw steamship built in 1909 by J.P. Rennoldson & Sons in South 

Shields. Whilst owned by Huddart Parker & Co Pty. Ltd, she foundered west of Kingston, 

SA after passing Kangaroo Island on a voyage to the eastern states with the auxiliary 

schooner Astoria in tow. The location for the wreck of the Nyora remained unknown until 

recently when my friend Steve Saville found it. Video footage can be found at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GqqHpfhmA8&feature=youtu.be . Further details 

about the Nyora and the Astoria can be found in “The Cape Jaffa Lighthouse Story” by 

Verne McLaren and “Cape Jaffa - Its Memorial to seafarers, fishermen & lightkeepers” by 

John Nicholson. If you think that the name of the Nyora sounds familiar, it is the name of 

a street, Nyora Crescent, off of Dimboola Street, Taperoo. Nyora is a small township in 

South Gippsland, Victoria 

 

Submarine Street Names 

If you are familiar with the names of each of the 6 Collins Class submarines, you would 

realise that 5 of those names have been applied to streets at Largs North – Collins, 

Farncomb, Waller, Sheean & Rankin. Only Dechaineux misses out for some reason.  

All six submarines were named after significant RAN personnel who distinguished 

themselves in action during World War II. 
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