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The Gangway Bulletin, June 2018 (No.120) 

(Edited by Steve Reynolds) 

 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre at Taperoo (operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide) 

is a home away from home for all seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor. 

 

 

From the Editor 

The May 2018 issue of The Gangway Bulletin was the 100th issue that I have had the pleasure 

of editing. My 100 issues have taken just 8 2/3 years to do. I started editing The Gangway 

Bulletin in September 2009 after at least 19 previous issues from March 2007 to October 2008. 

The October 2008 was said to have been issue number 19, but we don’t know if there had been 

any further issues prior to my first issue in September 2009. Because of this, we have counted 

the September 2009 issue as being number 20 overall.  

 

The Wonga Shoal Lighthouse 

Following last month’s article titled “Mosaic Mural at the Outer Harbor Railway Station”, we 

received the following message from our past Director, Richard Lloyd: - 

“You mentioned in your article about the Mosaic Mural (at the Outer Harbor Railway Station) 

that one of the four fire circles ‘Wonga’ meant ‘west’. There used to be a lighthouse west of 

Semaphore called the ‘Wonga Shoal Lighthouse’. It was built in 1901 and was destroyed when 

hit by a ship in 1912. Makes you wonder how short-sighted the man on watch must have been.  

I used to sail at the Largs Bay Sailing Club as a young lad, say 1950. At that time there was a 

lighthouse about three miles offshore and was known to us as the Wonga Shoal Light. This is 

the light which now sits on the wharf at the end of Commercial Road in Port Adelaide. When 

this light was installed at sea I don’t know, perhaps the 

Maritime Museum would have the information. It’s 

interesting that the name Wonga was chosen for the first 

light and retained for the second. There must have been 

some notice taken of the local indigenous peoples’ place 

names. Regards, Richard Lloyd.”  

(Wonga means ‘west’ or ‘sunset’. The light was hit by the 

Dimsdale. It was first lit up in 1901. Richard Lloyd became 

Director for Stella Maris Adelaide in 1996 and he retired on 

22nd November 2008, after some 12 years in the position. 

Interestingly, it was a Chaplain R.D. Lloyd who conducted 

Port Adelaide’s inaugural Blessing of the Fleet in 1946.) 

 

2018 Vinnies CEO Sleep-out 

The Vinnies CEO Sleep-out is being held at Adelaide Oval on 21st June. Further details are 

available at www.ceosleepout.org.au . 

 

More on Shipping Containers 

There has been at least one other incident involving the loss of shipping containers at sea since 

last month’s report on the topic. According to the web page found at 

http://www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/
http://www.ceosleepout.org.au/
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https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/cargo-ship-drops-

containers-off-australia-nappies-wash-up-on-beaches-

20180602-p4zj4v.html ,  the cargo ship YM Efficiency lost 

83 containers overboard during heavy seas off of Port 

Stephens, NSW. The ship was sailing to Sydney when it 

met 5m swells in the Tasman Sea. It rolled heavily in the 

heavy seas, causing the containers fall off in to the sea. 

Many other containers were also damaged on the ship. 

Some containers spilt open and hung off the ship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see footage of shipping containers being loaded, visit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kj7ixi2lqF4 . What happens when a truck picks up a 

container can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9IJN1yIIJ4 . Video footage of a 

container ship crashing into the shore at Hong Kong can be seen at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WK5s4g3APw . Photos of the loss of 300 containers from 

the MSC Chitra in 2010, as reported in our August 2010 issue, can be seen at 

https://get.google.com/albumarchive/112655451283781579737/album/AF1QipP_jSLZo3dGO

DbrHCCfWHLE5aXIoUazegSg69Kk . Meanwhile, 5-minutes of video footage showing ships 

in a storm at sea can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlBQlgtDF4k . 

 

Rick McCosker appointed to head a review panel of Cricket Australia 

Congratulations go to Stella Maris Newcastle Volunteer Chaplain, Rick McCosker on having 

been appointed to head a review panel of Cricket Australia. The former Australian test cricketer 

is an AoS National Steering Committee member. Rick was Australia’s opening batsman for the 

1977 Centenary Cricket Test between England and Australia at the MCG. The 12th March this 

year was the 41st anniversary of the test. Rick’s jaw was broken by a bouncer bowled by 

England’s Bob Willis in Australia’s first innings. He bravely batted again during Australia’s 

second innings, with his jaw bloated and bandaged. He managed to make 25 runs under the 

circumstances and help Australia to win the test by just 45 runs. 
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