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The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide (based 

at Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor. 

Our Facebook page is titled “Stella Maris Seafarers Centre Adelaide”. 

Acting Director 

Long-term volunteer Ian Keane has been appointed as our Acting Director. Congratulations, 

Ian.  

 

Day of the Seafarer  

The annual Day of the Seafarer is being held on Sunday 25th June this year. The International 

Maritime Organisation (IMO) has announced that this year’s theme for Day of the Seafarer is 

'Seafarers Matter'. The theme aims to particularly engage ports and seafarer centres to 

demonstrate how much seafarers matter to them. 

 

Sea Sunday 

The Sea Sunday appeal will be held on Sunday 9th July this year. The theme this time is “In 

the midst of the storm”. It seeks to highlight both the physical and mental vulnerability  of 

seafarers.  

There are some promotional posters available and some bookmark prayers to be handed out, 

especially to seafarers. 

Living on the Lefevre Peninsula 

We are very lucky! It is good to live (& volunteer) on the Lefevre 

Peninsula. We have the beaches, the sea, the Port River and West 

Lakes. We are easily able to swim, surf, sail, snorkel, scuba dive 

and kayak in our wealth of waterways. We have walking and 

cycling tracks and more than one jetty. We can watch the large 

ships coming and going (arriving and departing). We have 

shipwrecks, islands and mangroves to explore. Our beaches are extra-long and we can go 

beachcombing or walk the dog there. We have dolphin, shipwreck and aboriginal trails such as 

the Mudlangga to Yertabulti Track to follow. We have several marinas and boat ramps for 

boating purposes. We also have several large museums to visit. 

 

From Kooraka to Eurimbla and back 

Our bus drivers visiting the shipping berths travel from Kooraka to Eurimbla and back at least 

two times per each busy shift. “What’s that?”, you say? You’ve never heard of them? It would 

have been the case if not for some of our local suburbs disappearing or changing their names. 

Taperoo, the location of our Centre, was once known as Kooraka and Outer Harbor*, where the 

shipping berths are, was once known as Eurimbla.  

* (Correct spelling since the spelling was changed via the Harbors Act in 1913.) 

According to Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Port_Adelaide ), the location of 

our Centre at Taperoo was once made up of one or more suburbs such as Draper, Gedville 

Estate, Koolena, Kooraka, River View, Silicate and Silicate Beach. Early subdivision names for 

Osborne have included Brooklyn, Mascotte, Midlunga, Blackpool and Austral-Brindisi Estate. 

Early subdivision names for Outer Harbor have included Eurimbla, Harbour Park and 

Portsmouth. Wikipedia also states that “By the 1940s the number of suburbs was becoming a 

problem, so the Port Adelaide Council moved to reduce the number of local district areas (from 
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nearly 100) to 18, in 1945. The boundaries and names of the suburbs were further stabilised (sic) 

when postcodes were introduced to Australia in 1967.” According to an old map accessed via the 

web page at http://www.news.com.au/national/south-australia/adelaide-in-the-1930s-our-

forgotten-suburbs/news-story/64532447015c5010e846921a05271210 , suburbs along the coast 

between Tennyson and Largs (just ‘Largs’) included St Margarets, Scarborough, Semaphore, 

Clairville and Harveyton. Suburbs along the Victoria Road area between Birkenhead and Largs 

Bay (Largs Bay Estate) included Bridgewater, Ferryville and Swansea. Some of the above 

suburb names are still found in the area today via train stations and street names. Midlunga and 

Draper are both local train stations. St Margarets is a local hospital on Military Road at 

Semaphore South. Names such as Swansea, Silicate, Gedville and Draper occur as street names 

in the area. According to the 1929 edition of the “Adelaide Street and Suburb Guide”, north of 

Largs Bay were the suburbs of Austral Brindisi, Portsmouth and Outer Harbor. Suburbs called 

Brooklyn and Blackpool could be found next to Osborne. Back then, Osborne was only a single 

block of streets. London was once the name of a suburb in the Largs North area. The Portside 

Weekly (Messenger) newspaper of 24th May reported that suburbs called Kew, Davington & 

Scarborough are now parts of Semaphore. A suburb called 

Bristol is now part of Semaphore Park, Ferryville is now 

part of Largs Bay, Swansea is part of Largs North, 

Eurimbla is now Outer Harbor and Austral Brindisi is now 

part of both Taperoo and Osborne. According to a map 

found at http://www.mapco.net/adelstreets/streets08.htm , 

Austral Brindisi Estate was located just north of Gedville 

and Austral Brindisi itself was just north of Austral 

Brindisi Estate. (Watch out for misspellings such as 

‘Astral’ and ‘Bindisi’.) According to the book titled “South 

Australia What’s in a Name?” by Rodney Cockburn, 

“Austral Brindisi – a combination of old and new world names, was surveyed by FA Howell, 

and cut up and christened by Mortimer Stuckey.” According to the web page found at 

http://www.weekendnotes.com/lost-icons-of-adelaide/ , “Swansea, Austral Brindisi, and 

Portsmouth were all suburbs in Adelaide's west until the 1950's when the names were phased 

out.” I have it on good authority that the subdivision of sections 737,738 and 739 were all laid 

out as Austral Brindisi on 16th May 1950. 

 

50th Anniversary 

50 years ago, on 27th May 1967, a referendum result gave the Federal government powers to 

make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. Over 86% of South Australians voted 

“yes”. The overall result nationally was 90.7% in favour. According to The Advertiser of 29th 

May 2017, “The sweeping “Yes” vote on Aboriginal rights was clear evidence that Australians 

felt something should be done for the Aboriginal people”. The late Don Dunstan was the (State?) 

Minister of Aboriginal Affairs at the time. He said that “It was also evidence that enlightened 

policies should have the moral support of the whole community.” Mr L.Bryan, Secretary of the 

Vote “Yes” for Aboriginal Rights Campaign Committee said, “We have won the fight to allow 

Aborigines to have equal rights, status and opportunities. Now we must see we get them.” 
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