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Welcome to 2020ne, we wish all of our volunteers, their families and our Gangway 

readers a happy new year. 

 

Vale Mary Flaherty 

It is with sadness that we advise every one of the recent passing of Mary, the loved wife of 

Greg Flaherty. Mary died on 28th December after a long illness. She is now in a better 

place; may she rest in peace. Our condolences go to Greg and family & friends. Mary’s 

funeral was being held at 10 am on Tuesday 5th January at Sacred Heart Church, 

Semaphore. 

 

Christmas Gifts for Seafarers  

The Henley Beach Chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society always supply us with some Christmas gifts for 

seafarers (which we are extremely grateful to receive). Ian 

Keane, our centre manager, visited the container ship MSC 

Susanna berthed at Outer Harbor 6 on Christmas Eve to give 

each of the crew of 21 (mainly from the Philippines and 

Croatia) a Christmas present. He wasn’t able to go onboard 

them ship due to COVID-19 restrictions but delivered the 

gifts to the bottom of the gangway, and the seafarers came 

down to accept them. They were extremely grateful to 

receive their gifts. We hope it brightened their Christmas. 

 

Welcome Packs  

We hope to be able to resume delivering welcome packs to 

seafarers this month. 

 

Old Falie Office 

The Port Environment Centre premises at 27 North 

Parade, Port Adelaide was the original office for the 

AK Falie (Auxiliary Ketch) office. Prior to that, it was 

the maritime office from where seafarers would be 

allocated their jobs (before the Australian Maritime 

Safety Authority and the SUA moved to Largs).  

 
The Port Environment Centre, 27 North Parade,  

Port Adelaide - the original office for the AK Falie 

office 

 

The auxiliary ketch Falie 

 

 

Unusual Phrases (especially any related to nautical 

terms)  

For this month, we ask the question, “What do brass 

monkeys have to do with nautical matters?”. When 

people say something like, “It’s brass monkey 



Stella Maris Adelaide – Ph.7127 7899 www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/  

 
 

weather” they mean that it is very cold. People will often say something like, “It is cold 

enough to freeze the tail off a brass monkey”. What is so nautical about that? It seems that 

the term ‘brass monkey’ MAY refer to an old naval cannon. You may have heard 

variations along this theme. It seems, however, that the explanation of the phrase is more 

complicated than might be expected. You will find many different explanations online, but 

the details found at https://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/cold-enough-to-freeze-the-balls-

off-a-brass-monkey.html may help in this matter. 

 

Dennis Walter and the Port Adelaide Sailing Club 

The Port Adelaide Sailing Club’s clubrooms at 43 George Robertson Drive, Largs North 

are named in the honour of Dennis Walter OAM., Dennis worked as one of Reg Sprigg’s 

managers on the RV SAORI (Research Vessel) and 

in the associated GeoSurveys dive chamber. The 

dive chamber is now located on the banks of the 

Patawalonga lake at Glenelg North. Dennis was also 

a past Commodore, then Patron of the Port River 

Sailing Club, whilst his wife built GTS Dolphin for 

the Girl Guides next door. Dennis was also the 

founding president of the Adelaide Gem and Mineral 

Club in 1959. His son and grandson are now 3rd-

generation members of the Adelaide Gem and 

Mineral Club.  

Inside the Port River Sailing Club 

 

A Pattern in the Road Names off Marion Road 

Clearly, I am always wondering just where the names of different roads come from. 

Things were no different when I was driving down Marion Road recently. Ascot Park is 

on the east side of Marion Road. Several of the roads there are simply called First Avenue, 

Second Ave, Third Ave, etc.. right up to Seventh Ave. Then there is Railway Terrace. 

Nothing startling there! On the west side of Marion Road, however, is Parkholme. The 

roads in that suburb go under names such as Pildappa Avenue, Condada Ave, Cungena 

Ave, Wallala Ave, Tippara Ave, Nilpena Ave, Weroona Ave, Tarranna Ave, Rotorua Ave, 

Mulcra Ave, Tora Court, Cowra Crescent, Bowaka Street and Bakara St. Some of these 

names may sound a little familiar, but most of them are not immediately recognisable. 

What caught my notice, however, was that they all ended in ‘a’ for some reason. One 

slightly odd one out is Nunyah Avenue. There is certainly a pattern there! This is 

presumably intentional. I presently have no idea what the thought was when all of these 

roads were being named. They have been named in stark contrast to those roads on the 

opposite side of Marion Road. Further examples of Adelaide suburbs with road names 

following a pattern include Camden Park and Semaphore Park. Streets that meet 

Stonehouse Avenue include Carlisle St, Curzon St, Clifton St, Capper St, Colin St and 

Cromer St. Nearby roads include Carlton Rd and Creslin Rd. As you can ‘C’, they all 

begin with a ‘see’. The maze of roads between Bartley Tce and the lake at West Lakes all 

go by bird names such as Kingfisher, Prion, Shearwater, Tern, Flamingo, Grebe, Mallard, 

Pelican, Kestrel, Dotterel, Gannet, Eagle, Curlew, Oriole and Marabou. Even those last 

two are bird names. Many of the street names in Flinders Park are named after explorers. 

More on this another time perhaps. 

http://www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/
https://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/cold-enough-to-freeze-the-balls-off-a-brass-monkey.html
https://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/cold-enough-to-freeze-the-balls-off-a-brass-monkey.html

