
 Like us on Facebook  

Stella Maris Adelaide – Ph.7127 7899 www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/ 
 

The Gangway Bulletin, January 2018 (No.115) 

(Edited by Steve Reynolds) 

Apostleship of the Sea - Supporting Seafarers Worldwide 

 

Happy New Year from Stella Maris 

Stella Maris Adelaide wishes all of our volunteers and newsletter readers a happy New Year. 

 

“Welcome Aboard”  

New National Director  

Welcome to Roslyn Rajasingam the new National Director of the Apostleship of the Sea. 

Roslyn is the first lay woman to hold this post. Her role is part time and her working days are 

Monday – Wednesday. She will be based in Sydney, working from the Catholic Mission office 

in Lavender Bay.  

New Volunteer  

Welcome also to John Hall, our new volunteer who has started doing Thursday evening shifts 

at our centre. 

 

Free Wi-Fi to Ships Berthed at Outer Harbor 

Flinders Ports has now introduced free Wi-Fi to ships berthed at Outer Harbor. This service is 

to be introduced Australia wide but, at the present time, only Adelaide has introduced the 

service 

 

From the Acting Director 

“I would like to thank all our volunteers for their support over the Christmas period. We are 

having a get-together with a Sunday night meal at the Cruising Yacht Club in January. One of 

our former Directors, Greville Knight recently had a minor heart attack. I rang Greville and he 

was in good spirits. Although he did not require any surgery, please keep him in your thoughts 

and prayers. Regards, Ian Keane, A/Director Stella Maris –Adelaide”       

 

Thanks 

The Henley Beach Catholic Parish provided us with 40 presents to hand out to seafarers in 

the week leading up to Christmas. We gave the 40 presents to seafarers that we felt met 

our ‘criteria’ - that is that their beliefs reflected the true meaning of Christmas. The week 

leading up to Christmas week we had 50 Visitors to our Centre and the majority were from 

Grain Ships that were going to be at sea on Christmas Day, so we started distributing the 

presents to them. The ships we distributed to were Bright Hope and Magic P (both grain 

carriers), and Conti Lyon which is a container ship. They we all very grateful. We thank 

the Henley Beach Parish, St. Vincent De Paul Society and the Henley Beach Parishioner’s 

for their generous support and kindness in supporting Stella Maris. 

 

The Seafarers Marching Girls 

Over 30 years ago there was a marching group in the Port Adelaide area known as the 

seafarers marching girls. They were a club with teams in different age groups who 

competed in the SA Band Marching Girls Association. It was precision marching. There 

were competitions in country, Riverland & metro areas, with medals awarded. They also 

did displays at various events such as the fairs that were held at ICI oval (now Tim Hunt 

Way at Peterhead). There would be a parade down Fletcher Road before the fair and lots 

of demonstrations put on at the fair.  
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Here are the seafarers marching girls making their way into 

ICI oval 

 

  

Here are the girls doing a 

demonstration  

(These photos were taken about 

1983/84) 

 

 

 

 

There used to be a Seafarer senior and junior team (and 

midgets?). This photo of the Seafarer Juniors was taken 

about 1971-72.                   A photo of the Seafarer Juniors 

The Rotary Club of Largs Bay organised quite a few "Rota 

Gala's, an annual event in the late 70's to early 80's. It ceased 

when ICI sold the land for residential. The processions 

included many local groups, the marching girls (as above), 

the Largs Bay Swim Club, the North Haven Surf Life Saving club (with boat), the Port 

Adelaide Historical Society, H.C. Samuels trucks, Girl Guides, Brownies and Scouts, etc... 

to name a few. The processions would start from various places each year and arrive at the 

oval where stalls, etc... were set up, making it a real family day of display and enjoyment.  

The seafarer marching girls used to do marching at Dominican School at Semaphore. The girls 

had a strict regime such as having to whiten their boots and spray tan their legs. At one stage, 

they practised at the Taperoo High School oval every weekend. At another time, they practised 

at what was the Largs North Primary School oval every Saturday morning. At another time 

again, they used to practice marching every Saturday morning at the Woodville Primary School 

oval. (Photos and details all sourced from the 

“You Know You're From Port Adelaide / LeFevre Peninsula When...” Facebook page) 

 

Port Adelaide on the move 

Things are on the move in Port Adelaide. Even the City of 

Adelaide clipper ship (shown left) recently moved a few 

metres to make way for a housing development. A stage of the 

Tour Down Under was held in Port Adelaide for the first time 

in 19 years during January. Much new landscaping was done 

in the area leading up to the Tour Down Under. Even the 

Birkenhead Bridge had some much-needed work done to it. A 

new Kangaroo Island ferry has been berthed in Port Adelaide, preparing for its first trip to the 

island. Even the trains have now resumed running on the Outer Harbor line. Further away, the 

stadium at Football Park (AAMI Stadium?) are being demolished as part of the new housing 

being built at West Lakes. 
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