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Dinner Evening At The Cruising Yacht Club  

28 of our volunteers and their partners enjoyed a dinner evening together at the Cruising 

Yacht Club at North Haven in January.  

 

Father Roderick to be our Port Chaplain  

It is finally official! Father Roderick O’Brien has agreed to be our Port Chaplain. As reported 

last month, Father Roderick was asked to say Mass for the passengers on board the cruise ship 

Seven Seas Mariner on the evening of Sunday 13th February. Approximately 35 people 

attended the Mass, and they appreciated Father Roderick’s efforts. Father Roderick came to 

the Lefevre Peninsula several months ago, after Father Brian Angus retired. Father Philip 

Marshall, our Vicar General, had been so busy himself that he had not been able to formally 

install Father Roderick as our new Parish Priest until this month. Father Philip formally 

welcomed Father Roderick to our parish at the Vigil Mass on Saturday 9th February. The 

parish Social Committee hosted a get-together for coffee and tea in the parish meeting rooms 

after the Mass.  

 

Please Recycle Unwanted Electrical Items 

Meanwhile, Father Roderick seems to be waging a war against waste, especially electrical 

waste which he wants everyone to recycle . He says that information about the recycling of 

electrical goods such as old televisions and computer monitors can be found at 

https://cityofpae.sa.gov.au/page.aspx?u=2249 . 

 

The Names of Streets on the Lefevre Peninsula continued 

The Leprena Street discussed last month is at Taperoo. It is on the east side of Victoria Road 

and it runs between Seabourne Road and Yongala Street. The 1964 wreck now lies between 

Black Hill and Port Moorowie on Yorke Peninsula. But not all of those street names on the 

Lefevre Peninsula concern SA wrecks. Our centre used to be in the Taperoo Community 

Centre in Yongala Street. The SS Yongala is one of Australia’s most famous shipwrecks. 

She sank off of Queensland in 1911. Orungal Court in Taperoo seems to be named after a 

wreck in Victoria. The SS Orungal sank on Formby Reef during a gale in 1940. Past 

Director, Richard Lloyd tells us that the photograph (see 

left) of the Leprena at the Port Victoria jetty in last 

month’s Gangway had a ship called MV Yandra at the end 

of the jetty. Yandra Street at Taperoo is named after her. 

Richard tells us that the Yandra had a remarkable career. 

Richard sailed on her in 1957 and, “even at that age (29 

years old), she was still a lovely ship, sweet running 

engines, quiet and sea kindly. Many the time when the wool clip was large, they would jury-

rig a navigation bridge above the normal wheelhouse. By this means they could add another 

two rows of wool bales and still see to navigate. She was commandeered by the navy during 

the second world war and she was instrumental in the sinking of a Japanese midget 

submarine in Sydney harbour.” The Yandra was built in Copenhagen in 1928. She was 

wrecked at South Neptune Island in January 1959.  
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The Yandra’s bell shown on the right can be seen on hanging 

display at Paramount Browns at 99 Cavan Road, Gepps Cross.  

 

Further below is a photo showing the Yandra high and dry on 

South Neptune Island in 1959. This is the photo shown behind 

the hanging bell on display at Paramount Browns. The original 

photo is included in the Edwardes Collection in the State Library 

of SA.  

During WWII, the Yandra was operating as HMAS Yandra, an 

anti-submarine vessel. She was in Sydney Harbour in 1942, 

during the Japanese midget submarine attacks. She was on duty 

patrolling near the harbour entrance. When the crew of the 

unarmed auxiliary patrol boat Lauriana spotted Midget No.21’s 

conning tower above the surface, they signalled to the Yandra. The Yandra sighted the 

submarine’s conning tower at a distance of “400 yards, three cables 28 degrees from Hornby 

Light”. She then tried to ram the sub near Taylor’s Bay, after which the sub “appeared 100 

yards astern, damaged, and slowly turning to starboard”. Contact with the sub was then lost 

but was regained five minutes later by sighting at 600 yards. The Yandra then attacked the 

sub with a pattern of six depth charges. These caused serious damage to the sub and her 

crew committed suicide to avoid being captured. 

The 918-ton Yandra was wrecked on South Neptune Island in 

1959. She ran aground in dense fog near the Neptune group of 

islands “about 60 miles south of Port Lincoln”. Her crew of 23 

abandoned her by breeches buoy and reached the shore safely. 

There is still much more to the story of the Yandra. We will 

revisit the topic at a later date (unless there is obvious 

opposition to the proposal). 

Garden update 

Work is continuing in the garden at our centre as we try to: 

Make it low maintenance i.e. gardening wise and waterwise 

Provide a contemplative space with a large paved area that can be utilised for prayer and 

meetings by the Church and the school for small groups with the statue of Our Lady as 

the central focus 

Build a side memorial garden for the late Tim Taylor 

Have hedge screening to create a barrier from the carpark and view from the street 

Have a meditative/contemplative walk that will circle the perimeter of the site 

Have some kind of seating. 

It may also be possible to install a sensor light to protect the space and make it more user 

friendly for different groups, including seafarers. Our thanks go to everyone who has been 

helping with this work. We will have some photos of the new garden when it is completed. 

 

Joint Seafarer Conference 

Ian Keane, our Acting Director, attended a  maritime welfare conference at Mary Mackillop 

Centre, North Sydney this moth. The conference was a combined Mission to Seafarers and 

Apostleship of the Sea, conference for  Australasia and New Zealand. 

 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide 

(based at Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting 

Outer Harbor.  
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