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Last Month’s Sea Sunday  

Sea Sunday is that special day of the year when the church prays for all those who live and 

work at sea. According to the Lefevre Catholic Community’s church bulletin for Sea 

Sunday, “The Church prays for all those who live and work at sea. Without them we 

would not have most of the items we buy in the shops”. Also in the bulletin, was an extract 

from a report (from Archbishop Wilson?) It suggested that seafarers are “some of the most 

disadvantaged of people, who have to be absent from spouses, children, families and 

friends for long periods. Sometimes the first contact of seafarers with their new-born 

children comes through the support of (Stella Maris).” This year’s Sea Sunday was 

celebrated on 14th July and there was an appeal for Stella Maris at all Catholic Church 

Masses that weekend. The appeal provides practical and spiritual support to seafarers 

visiting our ports. Ian Keane, our Acting Director, spoke at all 3 Masses held at 

Semaphore and Taperoo Catholic Churches. Our volunteers were on hand to answer any 

questions regarding Stella Maris and record the names of any person interested in finding 

out more about the work that we do. 

(Overheard at one of the Masses on Sea Sunday – “He (Ian Keane) was given more (talk) 

time than me (Father Roderick), but his talk made a nice change.”) 

 

New Website For The Apostleship Of The Sea  

A new website for the Apostleship of the Sea, Australia is now up and running. It can be 

found at www.aos-australia.org . 

 

“Our Lady” Statue April 2011 

This photo shows how the statue of “Our Lady” looked at 

Taperoo in 2011. The statue was located between our Stella Maris 

Seafarers’ Centre and the Our Lady of the Visitation Church. In 

1982, Although he was in his mid-60s when he arrived at the Our 

Lady of the Visitation Church, Father Sylvester Campbell 

arranged for the collection of rocks from around the nearby Port 

Adelaide River for the building of this grotto to house Our Lady. 

 

SS Largs Bay  

The SS Largs Bay was built in Glasgow in 1921 by W Beardmore. of Glasgow. Although 

different dimensions have been given for the vessel, she has been said to have been 552 

feet long, 68 feet 2 inches wide and have a draught of 39 feet 9 inches. She had twin 

propellers which were driven by four steam turbines. She had an operating speed of 15 

knots. She was one of 5 passenger ships brought by the Commonwealth Government for 

£1.68m each. The Largs Bay was the second of the passenger ships to be completed. She 

was delivered in December 1921. On entering service, she carried 12 First Class 

passengers and 710 Third Class passengers. In 1931, she was refitted and then carried 550 

Tourist Class passengers. The Largs Bay served as a troopship during WW2. After the 

war, she was refitted and emerged at 14,362 tons with accommodation for 290 Tourist 

Class passengers. In 1949, she resumed the London - Southampton - Suez - Sydney 

service. She made her final voyage from Australia to London in 1959. She then left 
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London on 8th September 1959, heading for the breakers yard in Barrow in 

Northwest England. She was in a bad state and also had to battle strong 

winds off the south coast. The voyage took two weeks and she arrived in 

Barrow on 22nd August.  

 

 

The bell from the Largs Bay is now hanging in the 

entrance to St Alban’s Anglican Church in Jetty Road, 

Largs Bay, along with a photo of the vessel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Kate Hutton: Outer Harbor’s ‘Goat Lady’ 

According to the South Australian Maritime Museum’s blog at 

https://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/blog/miss-kate-hutton-outer-harbors-goat-lady/ , 

“Motorists travelling to Outer Harbor in the 1940s and 1950s would invariably have to 

contend with a horde of livestock across the roadway near Taperoo. This …… was (due 

to) Kate Hutton’s substantial goat herd.” ‘Kate’ was the Taperoo ‘Goat Lady’. She lived in 

a small, red, galvanised iron house behind Lady Gowrie Drive, near the current entrance to 

the North Haven marina, until her goat farm disappeared in the 1960s. 

 

Rupara Street, Taperoo 

As reported in last month’s Gangway, Rupara Street, located at the end of Military Road, 

off of Strathfield Terrace in Largs North, bears the name of the SS Rupara. The R.M.S. 

Rupara was a steel single screw steamship, (Try saying that six times.) She was built in 

1906 by Leslie & Co, Hebburn-on-Tyne, Newcastle. According to the web page found at 

https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/PRG+631/2/1703 , “The R.M.S. 'Rupara' at Port 

Lincoln . . . . has steam coming from her funnel and flags flying from her rigging. She was 

a steel single screw steamship built in 1906 by Leslie & Co, Hebburn-on-Tyne, Newcastle. 

She was designed for the Spencer Gulf trade, Adelaide - Port Lincoln in an express 

passenger and mail service. She steamed from Port Lincoln, across the Spencer Gulf to 

Wallaroo, and returned to Port Adelaide via Port Lincoln.” 

According to the web page found at http://www.tynebuiltships.co.uk/R-

Ships/rupara1906.html , the Rupara was completed in June 1906 by R & W Hawthorn, 

Leslie & Co Ltd in Yard No.409 (Hebburn Yard, Hebburn-On-Tyne, Newcastle). 

According to the web page found at 

https://www.wrecksite.eu/ownerBuilderView.aspx?1073 , “R. & W. Hawthorn, Leslie & 

Co., Ltd had 12 slips up to 700 ft. long. They were designers and builders of cruisers, 

destroyers and other warship types. The 1200-ton ship left England in June 1906, to sail to 

South Australia to its new owners in the Adelaide Steamship Co Ltd in Port Adelaide  

The Adelaide Steamship Co. began its Gulf Trips when the Rupara arrived. She was a 

sister ship to the Moonta and the Paringa. According to the web page found at 

http://www.samemory.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=61&c=2461,  “The advertisement for 

the Adelaide Steamship Company's popular Gulf Trip features the MV Moonta which 

operated from 1931 to 1955. The Gulf Trip was one of the most popular South Australian 

holiday tours for fifty years. These details will be continued in a later issue. 
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