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The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide (based 

at Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor.  

 

Our Facebook page is titled “Stella Maris Seafarers Centre Adelaide”. 

 

Sea Sunday 

We held our Sea Sunday appeal on the Lefevre Peninsula on 29th July, rather than the official 

day of 8th July. This was because our Parish Priest and Port Chaplain for the past 17 or more 

years, Father Brian Angus retired on 8th July. Our Acting Director, Ian Keane says, “Sea 

Sunday at Lefevre Catholic Community was a great success. Thank you all for your assistance 

over the 3 Masses. Ian tells us about an incident that occurred after the 9:00 am Mass at the Our 

Lady of the Visitation Church - “One of our elderly lady parishioners approached me and said, 

“I was at the 6:00pm Mass last night but did not have my purse with me.” She then added, 

“Please accept my donation for your wonderful cause.” and then handed me a $100 note. Ian 

also tells us that we picked up some potential volunteers, including four former volunteers who 

have decided to re-join us. Our Sea Sunday appeal raised an exceptional $1015 towards the 

national kitty. Many thanks to all concerned.  

 

Special Mass held for Visiting Ship 

One Tuesday evening last month, seafarers from 

the F J EMERALD ship that was berthed at 

Osbourne Berth 1 visited our centre. They asked 

our volunteers if there was a possibility of having a 

Mass held on their ship. We contacted Father 

Roderick to ask him and he graciously agreed. The 

Mass was very much appreciated by the 17 crew 

who attended it (the remainder were working). Our 

Acting Director, Ian Keane and Father Roderick 

were then the ship’s guests for an enjoyable lunch 

after the Mass.    

 

Father Brian’s Farewell 

As mentioned above, Father Brian Angus retired on 8th 

July. Our past-Director, Richard Lloyd and our Acting 

Director, Ian Keane both spoke about Father Brian at the 

9am Mass at the Our Lady of the Visitation Church 

(OLV) at Taperoo. Father Brian was then presented with 

a gift of wine from Stella Maris. Then there was a 

special farewell morning tea for Father Brian in the 

Veritas Centre (next to our seafarers’ centre). A good 

number of people attended the morning tea and 

witnessed Father Brian cutting a cake made in his honour. There was also a farewell lunch in 

the meeting rooms at Semaphore after the 11am Mass at Sacred Heart Church. Our new Parish 

Priest is Father Roderick O’Brien, who came to us from the Salisbury Parish. He has already 

been busier than a beaver with weddings and funerals to conduct. 
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Painting of the Juno at our Centre 

Things don’t always work out like you want them to. 

Take this painting on display at our centre, for example. 

It features a ship called the Juno. It often occurred to me 

that I had heard the name before. This prompted me to 

find out more about the ship. I thought that it may be a 

local shipwreck. To keep a long story short, I discovered 

that the Coast Steamship Company of South Australia 

Ltd got a new ship of 241 gross tons called Juno in 1903. 

She was described as being a steel steamer built by G. 

Brown & Co. at Greenock that same year (1903). The final word was that she was broken up in 

March 1931 and her register was closed. It turned out that she was scuttled in the North Arm of 

the Port River (in the Ships’ Graveyard). She now lies between the Flinders and the Mangana 

in the graveyard. I hope to get back there soon to check her out more.  So, why did things not 

work out like I had hoped? A close look at the painting revealed that it had been done by a 

H.Gasser. A look at the back of the painting revealed that it was titled “Home Port”. I was 

feeling quite confident at this stage that the Juno in the painting was the Juno in the Ships’ 

Graveyard in the North Arm of the Port River. An internet search for “H.Gasser + Home Port” 

led me to details about a Henry Gasser. Henry Martin 

Gasser was a painter of coastal scenes. The web page 

found at  

http://dropbears.com/a/art/biography/Henry_Gasser.html 

includes a picture of “Home Port”, the same as the one in 

our centre. Henry Gasser, however, was an American 

who died in the US in 1981, so there is no chance that the 

Juno featured in “Home Port” was our local steamer. The 

good thing about the painting though was that it spurred 

me into investigating the vessel. 

The Ships’ Graveyard                         

 

Duty of Rescuing the Shipwrecked  

Speaking of shipwrecks, according to the web page found at 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/mv-hispania-graeca-rescues-four-philippino-

shipwrecked-fishermen/ ,“it is interesting to go back to Greek history and note the importance 

the Greeks were placing on the paramount duty of rescuing the shipwrecked. In 406 B.C., the 

Athenians and the Spartans fought a sea battle –the greatest ever in between Greeks- in 

Arginusae. The Athenians won but with great losses in ships and men. After the battle, the 

Athenian fleet returned to Athens. However, the Athenian “Generals/Admirals”, in spite of 

being victorious, they were put on trial by the Athenian Republic, they were condemned to 

death, they were executed and their estate confiscated, because after the sea battle, even though 

the prevailing weather was very bad, they sailed away without collecting the shipwrecked -

“Aneilonto the Castaways”. (Xenophon, Hellenica 1, 7).”  
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