
 Like us on Facebook  

Stella Maris Adelaide – Ph.7127 7899 www.users.on.net/~stellamarisadl/ 

 

 

Our Facebook page is “Stella Maris Seafarers Centre Adelaide” 

 

The Gangway Bulletin - April 2019 (No.130)                                (Edited by Steve Reynolds)  

Happy Easter everyone 

 

Apostleship of the Sea Conference in Brazil  

Father Bruno Ciceri, Director of Apostleship of the Sea International, recently met with all the 

AoS Regional Coordinators in Brazil. Sister Mary Leahy was there representing the AoS 

Oceania Region. 

Sr. Mary Leahy 

 

 

 

 

 

The opening Mass 

 

More About The Lawhill 

Further to our discussion about the Lawhill, in round figures, she was 318 feet long, had a 46-

foot beam and a draught (NOT draft) of 25 feet. But wait, there’s more! Stella Maris volunteer 

Mike Carrington says that his late father actually sailed on the Lawhill. “Hi Steve, my late Dad, 

Peter sailed aboard the four masted barque, "Lawhill" as a deck cadet in 1946 / 1947 where he 

sailed from South Africa to various ports in South America, South Africa and Australia. The 

Australian ports that the ship visited were Bunbury, Port Victoria, Wallaroo and Port Adelaide. 

My Dad loved South Australia and often described his time spent at anchor off Port Victoria 

while loading grain from beautiful ketches. Port Victoria today is as he described  it back in the 

1940's except for the lack of sailing ships, ketches in the bay and the many horse drawn carts, 

motor trucks delivering sacks of grain to the jetty head. It was certainly a lively port in its day. 

My Dad never rounded the Cape Horn aboard the "Lawhill" since the rigging was considered 

to have become too weak during the time of his eighteen month tour of duty. Life aboard the 

"Lawhill" was extremely hard and basic, with no power apart from a donkey boiler to power a 

small cargo winch, direct wheel to rudder steering and the carriage of livestock as there was no 

refrigeration facility aboard. There too was no radio contact and, on one occasion, the ship was 

feared lost with all hands when the "Lawhill" 'disappeared' while on a 800 mile voyage from 

Cape Town due to unfavourable winds and eventually appearing over the horizon off Durban a 

month later. My Dad pursued a maritime career, attained his Master's 

Certificate and eventually progressed through the ranks of Tug Master, 

Pilot and Port Captain before retiring to Port Elizabeth, South Africa 

while always cherishing those memories of sailing aboard the "Lawhill". 

It's just a pity that he was never able to pay us a visit in Adelaide since he 

was so fond of South Australia. Kind regards, Mike.” Mike has also 

provided us with some more details 

about the Lawhill, plus these photos 

of the ship and also one of his father, 

Peter: -  
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Mike’s father, Peter is shown here as a cadet aboord the Lawhill. He is the 

man standing on the right in the photo. 

 

Our Harbour is a Harbor 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the 

Sea Adelaide (based at Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all 

seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor.  

Many people question the spelling of ‘Harbor’ without a ‘u’. They 

suggest that it is either a ‘typo’ mistake or use of American spelling. 

There is, however, much debate on the topic and a book could be written 

on the subject*. ‘Harbor’ used to be the correct spelling in archaic 

English, for example. The SA Government established a South Australia Harbors Board and it 

was gazetted that every SA harbour with ‘harbour’in the name be called ‘Harbor’ i.e. Victor 

Harbor, Outer Harbor and Franklin Harbor.  

Outer Harbor was built in 1908 and the Port Adelaide rail line was extended to Outer Harbor 

where a new station was established. An early history of Outer Harbor can be found at 

http://www.samemory.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?c=2545&mode=singleImage. A private sub-

division called Outer Harbour was also established in 1908, but the name was changed to Outer 

Harbor in 1913. Sub-divisions there between 1903 and 1928 included Portsmouth, Eurimbla, 

Harbour View and Harbour Park. 

The Outer Harbor channel was made wider and deeper in 2006 to allow larger ships to berth. 

The container ship ANL Warringa (53,600 tonnes) became the first of the new category of ship 

to use the facility on 2nd March 2007. The channel is about to be made even wider and deeper 

again this year. 

* A book could also be written just on the topic of the spelling of Victor Harbor! According to 

Wikipedia, “The town's name was changed to 'Victor Harbor' in 1921 ……This spelling, found 

in several geographical names in South Australia, including Outer Harbor, coincided with the 

popularity in early Australian English of American spelling, for reasons that remain unclear. 

Victor Harbour railway station is spelt with the ‘u’.” 

 

Local Streets Named After Local Sea Captains 

One of the plaques adjacent to the Star of Greece anchor located at Semaphore 

jetty lists 15 local captains. Some of the streets around Semaphore and Port 

Adelaide carry the names of some of those captains listed on the plaque. There 

is, for example, a Bickers Court at Largs North, seemingly named after Captain 

John Bickers. Likewise, Boorde Street at Semaphore South appears to be 

named after Captain Alexander F. Boord. There is a Germein Street in 

Semaphore, seemingly named after either Captain Ben Germein or Captain John Germein. Hart 

Street is seemingly named after Captain John Hart, while Lee Terrace in Port Adelaide could 

well be named after Captain William Powell Lee. Smith Street in Port Adelaide may be named 

after Captain Marshall Smith, but then perhaps not. Legoe Steet in Semaphore appears to be 

named after Captain John Legoe. Lipson Street in Port Adelaide would be named after Captain 

Thomas Lipson, although his name is not listed on the plaque at Semaphore jetty. Capt. 

Liposon was SA’s first Naval officer and Harbour Master. He is buried in a gfrave at the West 

Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide. There are possibly quite a few other examples of local streets in 

the Port area being named after local sea captains. Perhaps you can think of some of them. 

Semaphore itself was named after the local semaphore signal station.  
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