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The Gangway Bulletin, April 2017 (Easter Issue, No.106) 

(Edited by Steve Reynolds) 

We wish our volunteers and readers a happy Easter. 

 

The Container Terminal & the Shipping Channel 

The shipping channel into Outer Harbor is said to be 12km long. It often (usually?) takes two 

large tug boats to bring large ships up the channel into the harbour. The loading and unloading of 

shipping containers at the container berths is a “24/7 operation, with work continuing under the 

blaze of artificial light throughout the night”. The container terminal recently celebrated its 40 th 

anniversary, having been opened by then Premier, Don Dunstan on 17th March (St.Patrick’s 

Day) 1977. The terminal was known as the Port Adelaide Container Berth and Terminal back 

then. It is now known as the Flinders Adelaide Container Terminal (FACT). Changes are now in 

the air due to bigger ships now being used. The larger size of ships means that the channel and 

turning basin need to be widened to accommodate them. Navigational beacons will also need to 

be relocated alongside the wider channel. This work is expected to take some 12 months and 

cost $40-50m. FACT has been operated by Flinders Ports since 2001. It is one of seven SA ports 

controlled by Flinders Ports. Tides and weather conditions have a bearing on all port operations. 

FACT currently handles about 390,000 containers per year whereas (Port?) Melbourne handles 

some 2m containers per year. FACT says that it has room to expand further in order to be able to 

handle more containers per year. Panamax-size ships are now referred to as being “mid-sized 

cargo ships”. According to Wikipedia, ‘Panamax’ (was) determined principally by the 

dimensions of the Panama canal's lock chambers, each of which is 33.53 m wide, 320.04 m long, 

and 12.56 m deep. 

 

OOCL Norfolk  

The container ship OOCL Norfolk made headline news 

when she came to Outer Harbor recently. She was built in 

2009 and is said to be currently sailing under the flag of 

Hong Kong. She has  an overall length of 245m, a beam of 

32m and her draught is 12.6m. Her gross tonnage is 40168 

tons and she is said to be over 50,000 tonnes deadweight. 

She is also said to be twice as long as Adelaide’s tallest 

building. This all seems to place her in the Panamax vessel 

category, which is now being superseded by larger vessels.  

OOCL Norfolk 

(Photo taken by Hans Fairhurst – Source https://www.vesselfinder.com/ship-

photos/13753?s=1 ) 

 

According to the web page found at http://maritime-connector.com/wiki/panamax/ , the 

Panama Canal Authority published the dimensions for New Panamax in 2009. The authority 

then initiated the construction of the third lane of locks having bigger dimension of 427 m 
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(1400 ft) in length, 55m (180 ft) in width and 18.3 m (60 ft) in depth, in order to 

accommodate larger ships called New Panamax. The new locks were operational from 2014. 

Meaning that the Panama Canal is now equipped to handle large-sized New Panamax vessels 

with a cargo capacity of up to 13,000 TEU. Up until that time, Panamax vessels had a cargo 

capacity of up to 5,000 TEU only. The new bigger locks also help in reducing the locking 

time and thus significantly reducing the traffic congestion and the travelling time for ships 

crossing the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean and vice versa. The completion of new locks in 

2014 was expected to double the tonnage capacity of the Panama Canal. 

 

This “Stella Maris” picture was found pinned up on one of the 

many notice boards located in our centre. 

 

This old pendulum clock can be found 

on our centre’s office wall. A small 

plaque attached to the bottom of the 

clock reads: “Presented to Our Lady of 

the Visitation Church, Taperoo – by Fr. 

Allan’s parents, Mary and Jack 

Hartcher 6.2.79”. Father Allan Hartcher 

was the Parish Priest at Taperoo until 

1982. He was then replaced by Father Sylvester Campbell. 

 

Bandaged batsman batted bravely after jaw broken by Bob 

Willis bouncer 

12th March 2017 was the 40th anniversary of the 1977 

Centenery Cricket Test at the MCG between England and 

Australia. Stella Maris’ Rick McCosker was Australia’s 

opening batsman for the test. His jaw was broken by a bouncer bowled by England’s Bob 

Willis in Australia’s first innings. McCosker bravely batted again during Australia’s second 

innings, with his jaw bloated and bandaged. He managed to make 25 runs under the 

circumstances and help Australia to win the test. Our frequent Indian seafarers are often mad 

keen cricket enthusiasts and expect all Aussies to know as much as they do about the game. 

 

Sea Sunday (or Seafarers Sunday) will be held in July.  
 

 

The Stella Maris Seafarers Centre is operated by the Apostleship of the Sea Adelaide (based 

at Taperoo). The centre provides a ‘home’ for all seafarers from ships visiting Outer Harbor. 
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