














>> head to head

CONSOLE WARS

> A fair and balanced view of the big three consoles. Which features do you need and

which can you live without?
PLAYSTATION 3

Released: March 23, 2007

RRP: $999.95

Cool Features:

Blu-ray player

HDMI Port

Upgradable Hard Drive (20GB, 60GB)
Optional Wi-Fi and Flash Card reader

The first thing that hits you when you read

a list of specifications for the Playstation 3

is the price tag. Sony have gone all out with
their latest console, but the product has ulti-
mately already failed where consumers want
it not to: affordability!

The Playstation 3 is a highly technical piece
of machinery. The graphics are amazing and
the processing power is phenomenal. The
biggest selling point for this product, though,
is the Blu-ray player. Hailed as the succes-
sor of the DVD format to which Sony helped
escalate the popularity of, Blu-Ray discs are
more or less the an upgrade, and at $1000

+ a games machine, the PS3 is the cheapest
Blu-ray player you’ll find.

The games? So far there’s not much that isn’t
already available on the other consoles. Sony
have a lot of catching up to do and they need
to lower that price!

www.ultimateonlinepoker.com

XBOX 360

Released: March 2006

RRP: $559.95

Cool Features:
Wireless/Ethernet capabilities
Live Headset/Remote

HDMI ports

20GB hard drive

Microsoft were the first player in this genera-
tion of video games, thus, they have sold

the most units to date. The machine already
has the Playstation 3 beat on price, but not
on power. The lineup of games is where the
Xbox 360 is strongest with favourites such as
Halo 3 and Call Of Duty 2 doing well in sales.

The Xbox 360 has the most advanced online
capabilities, featuring the ability to play
against real opponents around the world
including your friends, which are stored in a
buddy list not unlike Microsoft’s Messenger
products. The company also adds a home
console version of its Windows Media Center
for advanced playback of audio and movies,
bringing elements of the PC to your lounge.

The Xbox 360 is an incredibly powerful and
most importantly, fun machine which is des-
tined to get better with the lineup of games
coming in the next year.

NINTENDO Wii

Released: December 7, 2006

RRP: $399.95

Cool Features:

Wireless internet access

Cordless, motion sensitive controller
SD Memory Card slot

Nintendo Gamecube playback

Nintendo have revolutionised gaming by
replacing the need to push directional but-
tons and letting your hand movements do
the work. The novelty factor of this alone,
which is surely the future of all video gaming,
is enough to warrant a purchase.

Nintendo’s Wii doesn’t have the power or
graphics of its competitors. The company
elected to concentrate on ways to change
gaming rather than constantly upgrade its
hardware. The result is an extremely new
and rewarding experience which needs to be
seen to be believed.

The system’s ultimate downfall is the lack

of games being released. But with a back
catalogue of playable Gamecube games

and its online virtual console where you can
download games from 20 years ago makes up
for this. And the price? Wii + Xbox360 = price
of Playstation 3. You work out the rest.
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If you’d like this awesome magazine

delivered to your mailbox each and every
month, fill out the form below with a cheque
or money order for $31.50 for twelve issues.
That’s a saving of $10.50, or the equivalent
of THREE ISSUES FREE for subscribers! In
addition, you will receive an optional email
newsletter and automatically be notified of

major updates at our brand new website.

Fill in the form below and send it to

GamePlayer Magazine
45 Rundle Tce
Adelaide, SA, 5000

Alternatively, send a cheque or money order payable to

GAMEPLAYER MAGAZINE.
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> We explore the world of online gaming and
how well the Playstation, Xbox, Wii, and hand-

helds are handling this new technology.

> Video games based on movies. We bring you

ones that failed miserably!

> Violence in video games. Has censorship gone
to far? Or are they not doing enough. A bal-

anced view from our talented researchers!

11 |GEni=player

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 arundown on those that have worked and the
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1



Iy
BT
Hll'lirl.!‘"
Wiy '

|

il
Ol
v*l'

!
(i

|

el -

~~— IS your
—————— e new

driver’s
seat

TEST DRIVE THE NEW G3 PLATINUM
NEXT GEN STEERING WHEEL FROM THE
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME AND

MAKE ALL YOUR CAR RACING VIDEO

PLATINUM

G NEXT GEN

www.g3accessories.net.au




