
26 October 2008
The Hon. Senator Nick Xenophon
212 Grenfell St,
Adelaide, SA 5000
BY HAND DELIVERY

RE: Senator Stephen Conroy’s Internet Censorship proposals

Dear Mr. Xenophon,

I was made aware of a response your office recently sent to a constituent on the subject of the ALP’s 
Internet censorship scheme, which read (in part):

Nick is interested in many issues relating to the internet including broadband speeds, online 
gambling and children accessing restricted material.  On the latter issue, Nick believes all 
reasonable measures should be taken to ensure children are not able to access unsuitable or 
restricted material.

It is clear that very few people would take issue with that statement, and you are to be commended for it.

However, it must be said that worthy minds can differ on the exact definition of “reasonable.”

In one corner in our current public debate, we have Sen. Stephen Conroy, Minister for Broadband, 
Communications and the Digital Economy.  Mr Conroy’s notion of “reasonable” appears to make allowances 
for:

* backtracking on election promises by failing to provide a censorship “opt-out” for adults1

* attacking critics by applying inappropriate political pressure on their employers2

* accusing Green Party Senator Scott Ludlam of supporting child molesters because he queried whether 
censorship might be more appropriately applied as an “opt-in” mechanism3; and

* reporting dishonestly to Sen. Ludlam about the “state of the art” of Internet content filtering in other 
countries4.  

	 	

1 http://www.computerworld.com.au/index.php/id;1399635276 “No opt-out of filtered Internet” -- Darren Pauli, IDG/
Computerworld

2 http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2008/10/23/1224351430987.html “Filtering out the fury: how Government tried to gag 
web censor critics” -- Asher Moses, Fairfax

3 http://www.aph.gov.au/hansard/senate/commttee/S11346.pdf Senate Estimates 20 Oct 2008 page ECA 76 “Conroy -- 
Illegal material is illegal material.  Child pornography is child pornography.  I trust you are not suggesting that people 
should have access to child pornography.”

4 http://forums.whirlpool.net.au/forum-replies.cfm?t=967413&p=45#r883 Neither the UK, Canada, Sweden or New 
Zealand run mandatory Government filtering systems, Conroy was notified of this fact in February 2008.
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Senator Conroy’s proposals have been widely discredited5 6, and his unprofessional behaviour in the context 
of this issue is garnering volumes of the kind of international and domestic press attention that forces his 
(repeatedly on-the-record) Press Advisor, Mr. Tim Marshall, to respond with, “No comment.”7

In the other corner, we have an electorate which is so united against Senator Conroy that when The Age 
asked readers for their comments about the censorship proposal on October 24th 2008, over 120 
correspondents opposed Mr. Conroy versus one lonely commenter in favour8, mirrored by an even larger 
number of comments with a similar ratio of opinions when Andrew Bolt raised the issue for The Herald Sun 
on the same day 9.

Sir, you have built your admirable political career on taking on issues that voters in your electorate truly care 
about.

I respectfully submit that the ALP censorship proposal is not one of those issues, and that attaching yourself 
to it is very likely to result in you receiving the same opprobrium that Mr Conroy has been enjoying for the 
last couple of weeks.  While the aims you’ve expressed in the passage I quoted above are worth defending, 
I suspect that the Internet censorship issue is more complicated under the surface than the birds-eye view 
you’ve no doubt received thus far, and taking the opportunity to educate yourself about it may yield 
respectful nods of approval from your voting public.

As one of your constituents, I call upon you to learn fully about this issue, and use that knowledge to publicly  
and unequivocally state your opposition to the ALP’s censorship proposal.

If you require any additional advice or references to independent information sources, feel free to use the 
contact details above, where you will find me at your service.

Sincerely yours,

Mark Newton
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5 http://users.on.net/~newton/ellis-2008-10-20.pdf - Letter to Hon. Kate Ellis, MP of Adelaide explaining why Mr. Conroy’s 
proposals must be opposed.

6 http://www.efa.org.au/censorship/mandatory-isp-blocking/ - Electronic Frontiers Australia (EFA) detailed analysis of the 
ALP censorship proposal.

7 http://forums.whirlpool.net.au/forum-replies.cfm?t=1075390&p=5#r85- An Open Letter to Tim Marshall, posted after 
observing the way that his Department appeared to go into media lock-down mode over this issue on Friday Oct 24th 
2008.

8 http://blogs.theage.com.au/yoursay/archives/2008/10/net_loss_or_gai.html

9 http://blogs.news.com.au/heraldsun/andrewbolt/index.php/heraldsun/comments/read_this_while_you_can/P100/ 
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